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The last meeting, which I have tried to condense below, was 
essentially a discussion of the points Listed in the first | 
newsletter. Ian Wild of the Software sub-Committee also had a few 
words to say about the program library. 


A comsiderable amount of time was spent discussing Tape Copier 
arid hom.%o: use. it. .tape Copier’ teeasuseaetul utility. tam copsiinsg 
programs from one tape to another. Tape Copier works by treating 
Ppragram code entirely as data, that is tape copier transfers binary 
bit patterns rather than computer programs as such. This means that 
Purchased programs with their pragram protection are transferable 
from one tape ta another. The program is simple to use although 
there has been same confusion over the question 'SAVE AGAIN?'. AS the 
program can be used to make multiple copies of a single program (an 
Separate tapes?, this question means - do you want ta make another 
E€opy’ of the program. au just copied?’ - if youl do then type “Y¥". 
However if you don’t want another copy of that program but wish to 
copy a different program Car the next part of the one you are doing>d 
type '‘'N’' and the camputer will respond with 'PREPARE FOR LOAD’. You 
respond to this by loading the cassette which has the next program an 
it which you want to save into the datasette and pressing the SHIFT 
button on the computer. 


The problem of machine interruption was also discussed. Four: 
methods are available, viz, 
€1{1) shiteh Che machined off Mie the  onvots Switeh 
(2) enter SYS 64738 ar Reset via the reset pins 
(3) Press the RUN/STOP and RESTORE Keys simultaneously 
(4) Press the STOP Key 


the most severe form of interruption, Using 
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Qa painters to be reset and lass of 


cu) The, GEPZGN shiteh is 
the ON/OFF switch caus 
programs. 


Cer JNesettifng &ia the pins or entering SYS 69786 causes the machine 
ta ga through the normal starting up procedure. This ‘warm start! 
method does averwrite the first two bytes af any BASIC program in the 
machine's memory. It is passible ta recover these programs using the 


utility program '‘UNNEW'. 
Reset Pins can be purchased for around #4.00. or built by the 
@lectranically minded! 


£3) RUN/STGP and RESTORE can sa 
This interruption causes the ec 
in the memery can still) be run: 


mes be used ta interrupt programe. 
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(4) The STOP Key Simply halts the pragram Csometimes). 
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Dirty tape heads were blamed for the occasional loading errors 
sometimes experienced in otherwise working programs. Two types of 
head cleaner are available - an abrasive type Cobviously undesirable>d 
and the fluid ¢felt band> type. Of course there is always the metho 
and cotton bud treatment which is also effective. The tape heads may 
also need demagnetising. The fluid band type head cleaner also 
performs "this, function. 


Some interest was shown in the options availble for interfacing 
the computer. It’ was..pointed’ out that, given ‘the right canhectiocn, it 
is possible to feed programs from a datasette through the computer 
into a normal tape recorder thus enabling direct time copying. 


SOFTWARE SUB-COMMITTEE REPORT 


The questiaonaires received from the last newsletter showed that 
most people were interested in education type uses for their computer 
- both for primary schaol levels but also for self -education' such ‘as 
machine language. Of course it's assumed that everyone enjoys playing 
games. 


The Committee is Keen to identify what programs are available 
within the group before it considers buying software. The Coammittee 
asks that each person send in a list of any 
books/documentation/references ta gaod articles relating to their 
computer as well as a list of their programs. The list should include 
both purchased programs and personally uritten pragrams - ie anything 
which you'd be prepared to make available. 


COMPUTE SS: GAZETTE 


A number of peaple within the group have found the 'Compute's 
Gazette’ magazine to be worthwhile reading. Recently there have 
been very goad articles an speeding up basic programs and some good 
timeisaviing routines in this magazine. If anyone is interested, in 
Subscribing to the magazine they should contact 


MISS KAREN SCHROEN 
of COLLINS BOOKSTORE 
arn 6354 3144 ext 29m 


The cost is $30.35/yr for surface mail Cie its from America? with 
an initial delay of 5S manths or #56.70 air mail. The magazine is 
delivered tao your home. This magazine has been sighted in only a few 
newsagents. Alta the Head Office library subscribes toa ‘'Campute’ a 
related magazine but Gazette concentrates specifically on Cammodare 
computers whereas Compute handles many other machines. 
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Please tell me of any points you nould like discussed at the nex 
or 3 later user group meeting. This enables me ta organise peaple to 
Bring iff machines Cif required? and hopefully ta organise an agenda. 
Any requests from members t:nable ta attend will be reported in the 
newsletter fallawing the Inzeting. 


So don't be shy. If vou don't understand something chances are @2 
lot of ather users wan't either Cparticulariy met). 
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